Read Aloud

Before you open the book, look at
the cover together and ask what it
might be about.

Brain note: a guess gives the brain a place to

put new information.
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Read Aloud

Flip through the pictures first, no
words. Let them narrate what they
see.

Brain note: a preview gives new words

somewhere to land.
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Read Aloud

Stop at the page turn and ask: what
do you think happens next?

Brain note: brains predict constantly, and

surprise makes it stick.
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Read Aloud

After you ask a question, count to
five in your head before you fill the

silence.

Brain note: young brains need extra seconds

to pull words from storage.
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Read Aloud

Read a familiar line and stop
before the last word. Let them land
it.

Brain note: recalling a word locks it in

deeper than hearing it.

NextGen Learners « Learning Realm



Read Aloud

Give one character a voice. It can
be silly, slow, squeaky, or very
small.

Brain note: changes in pitch grab attention

and mark who is speaking.
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Read Aloud

Run your finger under the title as
you say it. Just the title is enough.

Brain note: pointing shows that the black

marks carry the story.
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Read Aloud

Let them hold the book, even
upside down. You can read from
beside them.

Brain note: hands on the book keep a child

looking longer at the page.
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Read Aloud

Let them turn the pages, even if a
page gets skipped or turned back
twice.

Brain note: choice raises engagement, and

engaged brains learn more.
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Read Aloud

When they ask for the same book
again, say yes. The fifth time is real
work.

Brain note: repetition strengthens a pathway

until words come easily.
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Read Aloud

On a reread, slow down on one
page and notice something new in
the picture.

Brain note: once the plot is known, attention

is free for the language.
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Read Aloud

Pause and say: this reminds me of
the day you lost your shoe at the
park.

Brain note: linking to a memory gives new

information a place to stay.
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Read Aloud

Ask: has that ever happened to
you? Then wait for the story that

comes out.

Brain note: talking during a story builds more

words than listening.
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Read Aloud

Say: | wonder why she did that.
Then leave the wondering open,
unanswered.

Brain note: hearing you think out loud shows

what thinking sounds Llike.
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Read Aloud

Wonder about the pictures: |
wonder why the artist made the sky
so dark.

Brain note: looking closely builds the habit of

gathering evidence.
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Read Aloud

When a page turns sad, don't rush
it. Close the book there if they
need to.

Brain note: stories let a child meet a big

feeling at a safe distance.
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Read Aloud

Name what the character feels: he
looks scared. Then ask what they

notice.

Brain note: naming a feeling settles the alarm

part of the brain.
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Read Aloud

Ask what the character might be
thinking, not just what they are
doing.

Brain note: imagining a character's mind trains

us to read real ones.

NextGen Learners « Learning Realm



Read Aloud

Let them interrupt with a question.
The question is the point, not the
plot.

Brain note: a child asks when curious, and

curiosity primes memory.
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Read Aloud

When it ends, ask: what happened
first? Let them put the story back in
order.

Brain note: putting events in order is how a

memory becomes findable.
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Read Aloud

After the last page, ask what part
they would keep. Then tell them

yours.

Brain note: choosing a favorite makes a child

weigh the whole story.
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Read Aloud

Close the book and ask: what do
you think happens tomorrow, after
the end?

Brain note: inventing an ending pushes recall

into real thinking.
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Read Aloud

Meet a big word, say it plainly:
enormous means really, really big.
Read on.

Brain note: a word met in a story sticks better

than one on a list.
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Read Aloud

On a rhyming page, stop before
the rhyme and let them guess the

sound.

Brain note: hearing rhyme is an early step

toward sounding words out.
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Read Aloud

Three pages is a read-aloud. Stop
while they still want more.

Brain note: young attention runs in short

bursts, so warm endings help.
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Read Aloud

Let them pick the book, even the
one you have read forty times this

month.

Brain note: choosing raises motivation, and

motivated brains hold more.
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Read Aloud

Follow the interest. Trucks, bugs,
or volcanos all count as reading.

Brain note: interest wakes attention, and

attention starts learning.
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Read Aloud

On a wordy page, tell it in your
own words. You may shorten a
book.

Brain note: a story a child can follow teaches

more than every word.
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Read Aloud

When they recite a book by heart,
that counts. Say: you are reading
it

Brain note: reading from memory is a real

early step, not a shortcut.
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Read Aloud

Once in a while, sweep your finger
left to right along the line as you
read.

Brain note: children learn print runs left to

right by watching it.
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Read Aloud

Hunt for the letter their name starts
with. One letter per page is
plenty.

Brain note: letters from their own name are

the first ones learned.
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Read Aloud

Sit shoulder to shoulder, book
where they can reach it. Closeness
is the lesson.

Brain note: a calm body beside them lowers

stress and frees attention.
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Read Aloud

Read or retell in the language you
dream in. That is the one they need

most.

Brain note: a strong first language is what a

second one is built on.
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Read Aloud

Skip the quiz. One real question
beats ten you already know the
answer to.

Brain note: quizzing feels like testing, and

stress narrows thinking.
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Read Aloud

Say out loud: | don't know that
word either. Let's find out
together.

Brain note: watching you not know teaches

that not knowing is safe.
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Read Aloud

Also try: Open-Ended Story

Prompts, Q&A Full Guides, and
Conversation Starters by Age.

Brain note: Find every set at

NextGenlearners.com.
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